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is made against the truth of ghosts appearing: that if they are in a state of happiness, it would be a punishment to them to return to this world; and if they are in a state of misery, it would be giving them a respite.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, as the happiness or misery of embodied spirits does not depend upon place, but is intellectual, we cannot say that they are less happy or less miserable by appearing upon earth.'
We went down between twelve and one to Mrs. Williams's room, and drank tea. I- mentioned that we were to have the remains of Mr. Gray, in prose and verse, published by Mr. Mason1. JOHNSON. 'I think we have had enough of Gray. I see they have published a splendid edition of Akenside's works. One bad ode may be suffered ; but a number of them together makes one sick3.' B OS WELL. ' Akenside's distinguished poem is his Plcamres of Imagination : but for my part, I never could admire it so much as 'most people do.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, I could not read it through.' BOSWELL. ' I have read it through; but I did not find any great power in it.'
I mentioned Elwal, the heretick, whose trial Sir John Pringle3 had given me to read. JOHNSON. 'Sir, Mr. Ehval was, I think, an ironmonger at Wolverhampton ; and he had a mind to make himself famous, by being the founder of a new sect, which he wished much should be called El-wallians. He held, that every thing in the Old Testament that was not typical, was to be of perpetual observance; and so he wore a ribband in the plaits of his coat, and he also wore a beard. I remember I had the honour of dining in. company with Mr. Elwal. There was one
1 See ante, i. 34.
5 In his Life of Akenside (Works, viii. 475) he says :—' Of Akenside's Odes nothing favourable can be said. ... To examine such compositions singly cannot be required; they have doubtless brighter and darker parts; but when they are once found to be generally dull, all further labour may be spared; for to what use can the work be criticised that will not be read ?' Se&^osf, April 10, 1776.
s See^orf, just before May 15,1776.
Barter,nds xvho !um< l,,,i^lu fhr silly treatise of Drelincourt have borne unconaduus                '
